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To the Reader. 


Reader, 
| || Am the Perſon to 
| F whow the following 
Letter was writ, and 1 
am the Publiſher of it ; no 
| man is obliged to girve a 
| reaſon of ſuch aftions, 1 


| /hewthee ſome of our di- 
Yertiſements, Who are nos 
men of the tows : 1 con- 

| feſs, thoſe glorious Perſons 

Az bay » 


| onely had an inclinationto © 


A aha ED 4 


The Epiſtle 


barve ſufficiently run us | 
down, by continualy /up- | 
plying the World, with ac- | 
counts of admirable Ad | 
ventures, whilſt we came | 
not poſſibly invent a tak. | 


inz Mode for our cver- 
tue, and grave tempers: 


we muſt take our fortunes | 


till the Round brings ſuch 
things again into eSteem ; 
Wewill not appeal to thy 
Juſtice for a ſentence to 
our | advantage, we know 
inwhat naturetve addreſs 
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2» _ =» !® Ui, 


to the Reader. 


_— 


| #5 made,and we tonore rot 
| their captivating arts ; 
1 this is wot the firſt Age 
! Will be recorded for con- 
| temning vertue » though 
the extravigancies of ſuch 
an humour, are onely ex- 
tant now. Ie baroe yet 
| in our diſgraces this ſatis- 
fattion left us, ( which we 
Dope our Generous Adver- 
faries will not deny ts ) 
that when experience, and 
time, barve diſabuſed the 
foppiſh Youth of this Ge- 
A } ner Ae 


" The Epiſtle 


weration,: they will more. | 


revere the praftice, aud | 
diſcretion of their pathers; || 


when their gallantry's will 
' be as much diſpiſed, as 
our Tertue now, I will 
ſay nothing for the follow+ 
ing papers thowgh I have 
both a Juſtice, and 4 
Friendſhip to ſatisfie up- 
ou that account, but a 
thouſand Elogies will not 
zncline 4 mau to approve 
that which is againſt his 
bumour, and one alone t4 


ſuper- 


to the Reader. 


| ſuperfurus , Where the © 
1 ſubjef is apreeable ; If 
* | thou do8t not like it, I can- 
not belp it » thou maye(6 
posfib.y ſometimes have 
ſpent moretime, and mony 
for anill humour. If it is 
not ſuitable to thy in- 
trigues, reſerve it for thy 
| Children, who nay poſſi- 
bly prefer it, before the 
follies of their Fathers 
praflices., Farewel. 
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ACCOUNT 


OF 


MARRIAGE. 


:: Did not thizk Sir » that 
when we «(ntcrcatned 
- our f{clvcs wit! the lit- 
tle modern Philolopher, you 
would attcr hive dead 
thoſe thinzs {rom me in care | 
neſt, which were then our 
diverti{cment ; bur {1nce you 
have becn ſo inclined , | o--. 


As bey 


| 


(2) 
bcy you readily , both , as 
Iftould. bluſh ro reſufe any 
ſatisfaction roa Perſon who 
has ſo grandly obliged me, 
and allo as I have a repug+ 
nance to- abandon my dccla- 
red Opintons : But I hope 
you conſider , that you dCc- 
mand theſe. things from a 
young man, who ts unca- 
pable of doing right to fo 
orand and ſo important 4 
Snbject ; and one beſides , 
wio can furniſh the dit- 
courſe with no cxperiencics 
of his own: bur I know 
Four ingenuity and can- 
dourare too great to expect 
a ſuificiency from a man he 
has not about him, vey 

Q 


KBS 


dol belicve thar you wane 


any motives to afliſl ycu in 


your jult rc{olutions : he 
that knows your love, allo 
knows the objc of it to be 
{o rpg , and fo accom- 
pliſhe, as hard'y to be e- 

ualled within the compals 
of our lfle for excellent qua- 
litics 3 and I'very much que- 
flicn', whethcr the moſh 
hardy of our Gal ants, did 
they every day converſe 
with thoſe beautt/ul endow- 
wents which ſhe poflefles, 
won'd not willingly deſpiſe 
the Gallantry of contemn- 


ing Marriage for ſuch an en- 


joyment, and even te con- 


rcated to be virtuous , ras 
ther.'+ 


- 


(4) 
ther then not be happy 3 no 
one will condemn you for 
ſuch a delign, nor decrce; 
your reaſon to ſubmic to 
che fantaſtical. debinitions of- 
the. Malmsury Philoſo- 
«Þ But fince you will 
amorous, and ſerious 
roo, as you.have received 
the pleaſures of the firlt 
from your Miſtreſs , ſo 
you ſhall. now receive the 
cntertainments of the ſc- 
cond from your friend : but. 
yet I muſt before hand tell. 
you, that as in Pitures, ſo” - 
in (o conſiderable dravghts, 
_ of humane intercfts- and af- 
fairs, there mult needs be 
wauting thoſe graces and. 
: lovelts 


(5) 
lovelineſles , that no. de»: 
criptlon nor account can 
reach z3 and we can only lay 
the colours , and a fimetry, 
of parts , whilſt the ſweets 
nels , and the charm, are 
above the reach of-pens.. Ir 
will be necelary Sir (tro 
keep your thoughts toge- 
ther ) to: purſuc a methad, 
and to decline the hunting 
mode of writing, now in 
uſe, of running remarqucs 
here and there, as the fan- 
cy of the Author leads him. 
Marr.age is our Theam, and 
the juſtneſs , necellity , and 
advantages of it, the confi- 
cerations to. be enquir- 
cd to ; and we cannot 
raiſe 


(6) 
_ raiſe this ſuperſtructure vp» 
on a better fonndatiory then 
the Divine Declaraticn in 
Gere 2.18, where it is faid, 
It is z6t ood thit the man 
ſhould te al-ne: In which 
appears , that when the, ir,- 
fcriour Creatures had t&cir 
beings for the uſe and ſcr- 
vice of man, then was be 


himſclf created as- their | 


Lord 3: and when he was 
made , and had received his 
Dominion , his glorious 
Creatcr judged ſomething 
wanting very 1mportant- for 
the happineſs and pleaſures 
of man, and that was a 
Help-mect for him ; 7t is 


3 


z0t good that man jpould Le 


alone: 


(7) 
dove: He had then Heae 
yen to converſe with , Earth 
0 govern , Paradiſe to be 
iS NOINE, 3 and the plea- 
ores of an Innocence copt= 
d fairly from his Maker 
ad yet in the pollcltion of 
ll thcſe things- he was a- 
Dne, 

{ Firſt, He was alone in 
Paradiſc, thit could not re- 
72'e him cqual ro a vittuous 
ove : ; Empire and command 
vere rot fo Noble as the 
zFairs of a practica] virtue : 
'dam- was entertained with 
he frefkneſs- of a youthful 
vorld, to whoſe beauty he 
aid not then the tribute of 
its [weat and labour ; he en« 


joyed 


—— wa C_ 


We 


joyed only a plcaſant ſpring, 
but thoſe delights were not 
cqual to the. ſociety. of a 
Woman. 

- Secondly , He was alone 
inthe potſciion of his Inno- 
cence; Adam. was pcricct, 
and ſo wanted notto.be hap- 
py , but the degrees and 
conſummations of it, wich 


were defion'd him in the af. | 


fairs and intereſts of M rri- 
ace; and the Standard of 
hax-pincſs by which it was 
meaſured, was not then a 
life of quict and repoſe, but 
a power and ſufficiency oi 
communicating virtue and 
excellent qualitics ; and 1 
ſhall repreſent to you how 

mucia 


(9) 


much .Marrizge furnifhed 
In2nkind with that ability, 
dy which will appear the 
vid-nce of the Divine Al- 
crtion , It 15 wot good that 
an ſhould be alone : Some + 
of which particulars, if they 
1ou1d not be comprehended 
n thedire& intention of the 
Fords, they ſhall yer all be 
zenuine to the nature of the 

| Fhing, 
Firſt, It was good to 
perpetuate Generations, and 
tte variety of Ages ; from 
- frtis has ſprungall thoſe that 
have fll'd the world ; it laid 
the foundations of glorious. 
and ſacred Churches, of vaſt _ 
and puiſſant Empires , gave 
births 


cw) | 
births to ſ1:cceſsful and lon"! 
riſhitg Arts; by that ha h. 
the C:\rch Een furr.tthed fi 
with Martyrs, and men fa” 
me!1s for their Picty'z it has s 
(or up Stars ro heaven © 
vhoſc zeal and holineſs did 
ſ:1ne among rhe dark vices] 
o: the world, where they _ 
row ſparkle in ſpheres of E-{** 
rernal light and love : Tof? 
this we owe the originalÞ*! 
and excellency of Learning, 
which has taught” wiſdom} © 
and civility to brrbarots NaÞ 
tions; he was once rock\! 
in the Crad'e , whoſe Phi- 
lofophy -and Science afict 
travelPd ro the confines of 

| night oy 


= (18 7] 
id right and day ; an indule 


:gcnt Mother on: her - Lap 
aftirit bound the tender head 
1.Jo! a {amous Conquerour , 
efſci1at aſter wore the Laurels 
| fot fo many ViQories. Whillt 
JJambirion, war, 2nd diftcm- 
elſpers ill empricd the world, 
y Marriage ſupplied it with 
other inhabitams, When 
Þy the death of ſome excel- 
cnt pirſon the world has 
 (Þcen dc prived of great ad- 
; antages and biciſings, {ome 
others have roſe up, and 
1{quall'd, if nor excell'd the 
reve of their Fathers: 
JWVhen Countrics have been 
widdowed , and drooped 
over the loſs of an indul. 
gent 


0 |] 


gent Prince , they have had 
reſtored in a Sueceflor the 
freſhneſs of he wider 
joys. When Woſes was 
dead , Foſkus the "ſon of 
Nuz takes the Condudt of 
Iſrael, and leads them to 
the conqueſt and poſleſſion 
of the promiſed Land : 
When ſome holy man, who 


by his convincing converſa- 
tion, and his heavenly ad- 


monitions , propagated and þ,; 


encreaſed the Church:, is 
taken to his triumph above, 


God is pleaſed toopen ano- hh: 
ther Flood and ſpring of |; 
lighe , which though it may }, 
be ol a different emanation, þ.. 


yet it ſerves thoſe holy cnds | 
q the | 


(13 
Ithe other did : AMoſrs exe 
ccll'd for mcekneſs, David 
for ſincerity , Job for pati- 
ence , and Dantel for cou- 
raze and magnanimity 3 yet 
all theſe declared the ſame 
duty, honour, and obedicnce 
that we owe to God: 
Saint Pau] was admirably 
learned, S, Peter affcftion- 
arcly plain and carncit , A» 
ello ſweetly cloquent, and 
all aTifted in the propaga* 
ting and confirming the ſame 
oloriovs Golpe). Eltjah 
when he was mountcd his 
Ficry Chariot, aad through 
me Regions of the Sky tra- 
ed home to heaven, yct 
(ct his Spirit and his my 
ric 
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(14) 


tle with Eliſha, When I/- , 
rael loſt their mighty Pa-F" 
rents, yet the favour of theirÞ® 
God continued with them, p 
and the bleſſings of 4%r4- . 
hams Faith was enjoyed byll,” 
afrcr Gencrattons ; and fo ry 

ower has becn furniſhedſ* 
with Succefſors from Mar- 
riage, The Aſſyrian Empireſ 
was ſnccceded by the Per- lo 
fian, which bcing ſupportrh 
cd by a ſlender virtue , fell,F* 
and on its ruincs roſe thef'; 
Grecian ; which was. a{tcr 
broke to pieces by the vio-{ 
lence of irs Adminiſtrators: 
ehen roſc tc Roman,the belt]; 
buile and \:pported, and of 's 
the Jargelt extear, ſpreacin? 

| Its 


(15 ) 


is Wings ovcr the face of 
he whole carth; having 
maintained (the Vorarics of 
acred Religion exceprcd ) 
'Fhe braveſt and molt gene- 
ous vertue , the moſt uſc- 
ſulard pleaſing arts that to 
he memory of man are 
nown : But this Empire , 
: o well maintained, and fo 

lrong'y ſupported , by lic- 
ke and little deelired, till at 
alt it lay negkcfed and de- 
Fpiſed in the languithingarn's 
hf 4utria. Inaftcr Aves (e- 
cral Princes aficCting that 
lorious Title ſpent much 
lood and Treaſure to gra- 
ifie thoſe vain topes , but 
vith lict'e ſucccfle. So has 
Icarne' 


d 


(16) 


learning . been ſucceſſivelyſ 
maintained, Plato left ſome 
excellent knowledge , w:t! 
many phantaſtical opinions : 
Arijtotle re better 
demonſtrarton, but yer with 
that, Icfr ſome Lordly Pro- 
poſitions, and barren terms, 
Then the followers of Lear- 
ning ranged themſelves into 
ſeveral Sects , troubling the 
World with idle quarrels,f , 
and diſputes, The Philofor 
phy of Greece, was capri- 
cious , and affected, bur 
when it travelled to Rome 
they made it more ſociable, 
and of a more pleaſing con- 
verſation : one Age wro:e 
and diſputed , another pra* 
ng Etiſedf #3 


Pas fy. a&@h ah aw. a 
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(17) 
Quicd and convinc'd : From 
thole times the adventures 
of. Learning have been vari- 
ous, and not eaſily abridg- 
cd : Thus have ſeveral Ages 
had ſeveral rencounters, and 
varicty of action, all of 
which have been turniſhed 
with Adminiſtrators , from 
the Marriage bcd. 
Secondly,lt was good, as 
it was 2a model of the after 
Governments of the VVorld: 
the dominion of 4 Parent in 
his Family, is a true repre- 
ſentation of the government 
of a Vertuous Prince', who 
is the Father of his Country; 
men in this mirour might ſee 
the agrceablenelſs of power , 
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and Empire; and with better 
inclinattons *might become 
obedient to an univerſal 
Head , whileſt they plainly 
cculd ſce the advantagcs of 
order and ſub'eCtion in par- 
ticular Familics, had there 
been no diſtinion in Socic- 
tics, in which, by the re- 
ſpcR and obedience paidro 
iome perſons, the advanta- 
goes of Rule might have been 
ptrc tved and approved , 
men would never have been 
will ng to have parted with 
tre molt extravagant parts 
of their liberty, bur all dc* 
ſires of Soveraignty had becn 
oppoſed » as 1njaſtice and 
tyranny , but by Marriazc, 


and . 
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and the ifſue of the bed, men 
had within themſelves a 
| Lordſhip, and Dominion, 
and the quiet and advantages 
of that, evidently appear- 
ing , the intention of foe 
excellent perſon, and his de- 
| fires to protet Countries, 
and Provinces, and be their 
untverſal Head, and Parent, 
was not received with that 
ſcorn and averſion, as they 
would have been, had there 
not been thoſe advantagious 
Preſidents : And I know nor 
how to be.ieve, rhat all the 
Dominions of the Earth 
were founded in abſolute 
Tyranny, and that they had 
|atfirſt no defign of the good 
| B44 50 


(20) 


_ of Nations, which was ac- 
cidental, and found nece(l3- 
ry, for the ſecurity and quiet 
Of power, fince it is impoſſi- 
ble, that any Country can 
injoy peace, riches, or profir 
without the Supcricrity of 
ſome or other. 
Thirdly, It was good, as 
it brought in the grand foun- 
dation of the peace and qut- 
ct of Kingdomes ; for this 
(yet withno injury.) fixes a 
man to a ſettlement, and a 
contented condition of living, 
who, if he (hou'd obey the 
force of no otherArguments, 
yet the juſt conſideration of 
his Family, and Relations , 
would diſpoſe him to peac ; 
an. 


(21) 


| and ſubjction , many men 
arc ſometimes tcmpred to be 
the Inſtruments of fatal diſ- 
orders to a Nation, whilſt 
they have nothing to (uffer , 
bur themſelves in the cala» 
mitics of 11] ſucccls ; few are 
ſo brutiſh , as ro have no rc- 
oard to the welfare and con- 
dition of thoſe they love ; 
who would by treaſon, cur 
from [tis Children a brave 
eſtate, and leave them po+ 
verty and the reproaches of 
his crime to inherit : and 
tough ſome have broke 
through all rhefe conſidera- 
tions , and neglefted their 
deareſt inrerclts, yet thar 
« Or$ not. diſprove the force . 
B 3 they 
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they uſually have upon our 
minds :; 'tis providing for 
thoſe rhax,come after us, that 
makes us induſtrious, and 
ſometimes peaceable , and 
vertuous too : VVhat man 
woull not be (took, an4 
fee] ſome remorle in his 
defignes ard projets of 
raine, waen he has a loving 
Wife leaning on his boſom; 
and innocent Children hang- 
ing about his knees ; but he 
that lives alone, what deſign 
ſoevcr he drivcs ar, he re- 
ce:ves none of theſe regrets, 
and remerſcs 3 but ſetting all 
things in himſclf, cries, Let 


the world flaud and fall with 


me, And Iam of the. opt- 
nton 


ag 


(23) 

rton, that the unwarricd 
lives of the Romiſh Prieſts, 
bas been the cauſe of grear 
calamitics, and diſorders in 
Kingdomes 3 men who have 
too much lcifurc, and roo 
litt'e dependence on a4 com- 
mon intereſt, will freely 
pliy away their 'own ſhare ' 
12 any Kingdome, by its 11in 
and deſtrution , whileſt 
there are ſo miny cloyſters 
it oticr places, to protec 
and reccive them , their 
Guardians and Superionrs 
throwing abour theſe fatal 
Firebrands, and Incendiaries 
to inflame and trouble the 
World, who, if they had a 
Family, and an intereſt ſer- 
B 4 ., tled 


(24) 


eled to mind, would take 1 
great dcal leſs pleaſure in the 
d:ordcrs of Chriſtendeme, 
Marriage makes mcn Jcok 
upon the peace 2nd profpert- 
ty of the World, with morc 
conctrnment and pleaſurc 
than t:ote, whocare only for 
themlclves, and their pre- 
ſent ſatisfaction. 

Fourthiy. It wis good, 
to have thc honour, and de- 
"Hel e of a hopeful ifſuc, no- 
thing was eſteemed of old, 4 
greatcr aggrandizement than 
many children, the iſſue of 
a lawful] bed, rhe promiſing 
yourh of a child, returns a 
reputzt!on to the Father, and 
many wen had been forgot- 

| ren 
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een in the Hiſtorics of Agcs, 
| had not tiey not been the 
| Parents of Children, that 
were famous : Every Parent 
receives an konour by rhe 
vertues and celebrated quili- 
wi; ot their Children; *cis 
honour conſiderable 
ich, ro have been the 
root that bore flowers, who'e 
fairneſs and ſweetnels were 
pl:aſant to the whole world: 
Nor is the delight any thing 
infctiour ; If the excellent 
endowments of a Stranger 
are pleaſing to us ( as they 
coubrleſs are to cyery inge- 
nious mind. ) What mult 
be the accompliſhments of 
thoſe, whom we have brought 
B 5 imo 


into the world our ſelves | 
ro be the Parents of. thoſe 
that may prove ſuccdleful 
inſtruments, for the inſtru. | 
Qion, and reformation of the | 
Church , for the peace , | 
and advantages of their 
Ccuntry, are bleſſings and 
contentments not to be 
equalled by little things: and 
the actions of many men, 
that have lived in the World 
- would hive none of the re- 
putatton they have yer ac- 
uircd, if it had not been for 
I conlideration <of their 
Family; next to the intereſts 
of Religion , nothing is ſo 
noble.to good and commens- 
dable, as to proſecnte in 
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| wayes of juſtice and honour, 
| rhe interelts of their Family; 
| inthe purſuit of which has 
moreover been raiſed, all or 
| molt of thoſe glorious Tri- 
umphs of vertue , courage 
and induſtry, that the world 
has known; for who, onely 
for the fates of a (Fort 
Fame, would with the haz- 
zard of his own life, have al- 
tered the Covernment of 
Kinzdomes, have added re. 
mote, as we Il as neighbour» 
ing provinces, to the tritu:c 
of his Throne > who would. 
have cxpoſcd himſelf to the 
various accidents of the 
deep, and have ſought un- 
krown treaſures in Coun« _ 
rrics 


SY}. 


tzics barbarous,unconquer d, 
and reinote, if he had not 
hoped to have left them as 
the patrimony of his Famt- 
ly : Thus on death beds, 
have great as well as ſerious 
men . left ſuch excellent in- 
itrudions totheir Children, 
of keeping up tre honour , 
and greacneſs of their names, 
as it the intereſt they (ſhould 
rake. in it rematned beyond 
the Grave : Azripina doted 
ſo much on the Imperial diz- 
nity of her Son Nero, as to 
cry out, occe4dat, modo zmpe- 
ret, Lot me die ſo he may 
ren, 
Fifrhiy, It was 200d, to 
perpetuate the memory and 
| dignity 


29 
| dignity of vertue, it ts true, 
ic (ometimes happens, that 
2 Son is not onely unlike his 
Farhcr ; bur ſo different, as 
to bea ſhame and reproach ro 
his memory ; but yer uſually 
the great qualities of the Pa= 
rene lives in the Children , 
havinz the advantages of 
their example and inllructi- 
ons, and art leaſt if thcir ver- 
tve is much weaker and 
fainter , yet ſupported by 
the Fathers memory, it be- 
comes ſtrangely uſctul, belo- 
ved, and reſpeted in the 
world. The children of ſome 
men, that have been the Au» 
thors of great bencfits» and 
good offices to S—_— 
ai 
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and Nations , have (crved | 
my great and happy occa- 
ſions inthe wor!d, who yer 
have had no greag merit- of 
their owatoboalt of.Nothipg 
is ſo much idolized nor re- 
ſpected by the generality of 
people, as a mighty name, 
and a yertve peſhibly in it ſet 
nuch .the greater, that is 
foupdin a perſon not funous, 
cannot do thoſe things , 
which the bare reputations 
ef ſome pcrlons is able 'to 
perform : Inthe. civil wars 
of France, the Authority of 
a Prince of the Blood, would 
calily huſh choſe commotiors 
and produce that obedience 
to diſcipline , which all the 
courage, 
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courage, arts» and perſwaſi- 
ons of inicriour Captains 
could rever do, 

Sixth'y, It was gocd to 
inlarge the Sphere and cſta- 
blith occaſions of practical 
vcrtue. Hethar is married 
has more compaſs , and a 
larger field of ation 5 he 
v{ually procures more bene- 
firs tothe World , at leaſt 
more ſubſtanrial and better 

rounded. Hethar'is alone. 

Pres ro this Age, bur he 
thar is married (by the force 
of imbraccing cauſes) lives 
to that Age which ſands 
next the worlds laſt calen- 
ture, and burning fit, Pox;- 
pey did not onely fight hin:- 
{c]f 


32.) 
ſelf. for the liberty of Romze, tn 
**] he was it's greateſt, and 
mighty Sacrifice , bur left 
thote ga'lant Sons, who fin 
brayely endcavoured co rc- wn 
vive it, when {aintand dy- th 
ing. The practical veftucs ſth 
that belong to the affairs of Þ:c 
this liie, as they are, more, fp 
ſo they are more confidera- I 
ble in the married ſtate ; Brc 
Speculation, however plez- |th 
ſing to ſome rewpers, yer f[5 

* it ir be not altogether divine, || ti, 
is a thing of little advantages. Þ oc 
eſpecially to the world, and fp 
that is the meaſure of eycry | il 

_ excellent quality, the advan- | yc 
rage of the pencral World : | w 
Infinite thinking, that defigns Þ| |! 

no 
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'IÞo other benefit, but the 
priva:e ſatis ation of him 
1r 1s buficd init, is bur an 
1n2enious ſort of idlencls 3 
2nd morcovcr, the miſchicf 
the 'world has reccived by 
thoſeltranze opinions inven» 
cd by wen, wio injoyed a 
perperual vacation from af- 
;21rs, remains too great a 
reproach of idle ſpeculations 
the thcugits of menare per- 
perua'ly working, and wan» 
ting the cntcrrainments of 
good , and uſcful objets 
purſue pleaſant and agree» 
able idea's. that were never 
ycr alterd by aRion, and 
which are cqua!ly unprofita» 
tlero themiclves and at 
ut 


(34) 
\ but he that has the incere(! 
of a Family to mind, bound 
with choſe happy limits ty 
- EXtravagancics of his fan 
and the province he Fas t 
manage conſiſts in mo! 
things of the beſt vertue.at; 
moſt praQical advantagcsF 
jaae are found in human 
ſocicty z how mary glorior 
ations, and inſtances of bra 
vcry of mind have rook thei! 
original from the calamitric 
of a Parent, or the diſtreſlcs 
of a Child ; and* without 
doubt the world had wantce 
the greateſt part «of its illu 
ſtrious Preſidents of verrue 
had noe the afſetione's & ten 
dernefles of theſe ape þ* 
2 cn 
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.acen the motives & powerful 
ducementstothem, Many 
Kidced coop, out 
fmarriage , asa condition 
;$ care and perplexities , and 
.Felebrate fingle living , for 
's 'recdome and ws but 
{t Jet usask them,who ever 
und in a mortal ſtate thar 
4,quiliry rhey have preten= 
ed/to admire > who can 
10W. us thit condition of 
'e undcr the Sun, thar 1s 
ven 804d. undiſturbed > if 
12rriage has carcs, it has no 
zorechan other conditions, 
cthen ler us rel] rhem, thac 
has advantagcs,bleings 8 
octeties, that they have not 
tained ; if they can (ew 
] , us . 


had 
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us the life of ſome rude Phifl, . 
loſopher, that in his retir,_. 
ments from the world boaſt. 
ed of quict, and repoſe, wg... 
can (hew him many «x2n;,1 
ples of glorious mien, living, 
not one y contentedly, but 
admired, and beloved, in t\d 
tics of Mat:imony; fpreadirg, 4 
their uſcſul qualities over t':; 
univerſe, whilcſt the Stoic! 
has permitted his vertac t 
droope and wither , ta tic 
ſhade of his own humour : | 
beſides difficult and hard ac- 
queſts are che triumphs c: 
vertue: The mind (bines wit: 
no Juſtre ar all, that hasnotÞ.. 
heen brightned by difficult aſe, 
fairs ; owing (as the body )|; 

| its 


e 
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s vigour and ſtrength to 
tion, and labour : more- 
ver the triumph is the 
vcereſt that is purchaſed 
:th the moſt j induſtry ; 
e ambitious loukes on 
oſe acquirements with 
anrempt,thar are cafily got, 
Fd loves the hizhclt ſteps, 
Secauſe it is the hardeſt com- 
o there : and ſuch motives 
Ave we received from above 
0 procure advantages to the 
Forld, that nothing rcliſhes 
*ter to the mind, nor is 
eceived with greater eltc-m 
nd applauſe, than difficule 
rviees : ſothar to ſpeak ill 
marriage, out of a 11m1c) 5 
{ repoſe an ſluggitl ucts, is 
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and ſcandal in the world, 
Seventhly. It was good, tc 
have 4 mind vigorous, and 
conſtant in the circles of 
Marriage. Vertue loſes it? 
laſtre and firength, when id. 
is looſened by various enter.}} *, 
tainments, Marriage pivesE, 
the thoughts a home, and anſ* 
imployment that would elſe 
be traverſing the ends of the 
Earth : neither ſhall we find 
any men of a more man] 
gallantry, and a nobleneſs al 
of a as amongſt thoſe. 
who have been happy intheir |: 
marriages, and great lovers 
of the intereſts of it. Some 
men may have exceeded 
in politique arts, and the 
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very much queſtion, whi- 
Fer ever any age» ( in the 
Ficathen world ) broughe 
Forth any thing Superiour 
0g or more beloved than the 
ereue of Pompey, and Bru- 
«3 mcn not onely religt- 
uſly prizing the marricd 
ace» but ſuch as were blcſ- 
d with the ſociety of 
thoſe women , that for rc- 
urns of Jove and gallantry 
ere famous to all ages. 
Ve choole friendſhip, as a. 
eld for. vertue ro. reap ad» 
antages in, and none but re= 
ired, and treachcrous na- 
ures ,, will be without the 
(eaſures of that, but with- 
' Put all queſtion, that fricnd- 
' Phip ts rhe nobleſt, bound in 
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the ſuteſt ligaments , and 
penerrates more the rc> 
ceſics of the heart , that is 
commenced 1n marriage, 
than any rook up on other 
{cores : Some are pleaſe to 
cry down that Scx,as fooliſh, 


and vifir for the converſati-f 


on of men; but they ſcem in 
that roo imuch to overvalue 
themſelves .and to ſet ſtrange 
prizes on their own worth ; 
what if there are not found 
women , whoſe heads arc 
filPd with the crabbed  noti- 
ons «©t Phi'oſophy \, who 
have no great inſight into 
in!t-:;ficant, and vunfocia- 


ble arts, the knowledge of 


theſe things could conſti ute 
nothin, bur barcen, and ri 


41) 

diculous 'Friend(hips ;' rhar 
| which /-is 'more generous, 
| More pleaſant;and vſcful , is 
as wellto be found in that 
oy rev _ 
. ys It Was 
for: the ; ach of _l 
kin&2 . This bred-men ar firſt 
to modeſty , ' reſpet, and 
ſubjetion 3 caught tho mind 
the-ſenſe of ſhame, and the 
fear of vice 2 befidesir laid 
an obligation on Parents>ro 
look after the education of 
their Children; for if there 
| habnor been ſuch an Inſtiru- 
[tions in which it was both 
| our duty, and our- roputati- 
Jon too, to look'after our 
| Children, the flue of ma. 

CG ny 


OO FI 


- 


Sa Read a ncgh s 3a XxX GR 


(442) 


-ny inthe world had bee® ney 
lected,aad pcriſbed withgt 
2 name , oranyc ere 
. ble acquiremevts : Bur noch 
thoſe mcn who have ſtranger hx 
oro and worn ol gc 
. the imprethions of, what-ehic 
owe to God, / andithetr ow 
aftcQions: yetare ſo care! 
of: their reputation ys th bl 
educate +thcir ;-children :iÞ or 
.thoſe ways by which ti 
may. live with :credity ary pi 
be capable - of ſerving ti ar 
Commonwealth ;_Had nq bl 
_ Marriage been inſtituccy ar 
when the luſtfy} youth lf be 
. ſarisfied his appetite 3-4 p 
likely-he would bave abaf ti 
doned.the wrerched Mothe c 
wi 
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I with her Infant, ro the ran- 
F counters of various for 
y$rows ; and the children of 
rhe Great, and the Noble, 
> ha been rock'd in Corta- 
ges, and all-rheir daies fol- 
flowed the Plough, but now 
there: are ſacred Channels 
$-cury in which one ſtream of 
tC blood perpernally runs,from 
!Jone Generation to an other. 
d Ninthly , It was good to 
ng prevent the inconventencts 
1} and-extravazancies of a ram- 
< bling love. What diſorders 
4 and diſtrations hid there 
I been in the CREE an im- 
i peruous and lawleſs appe- 
i] he had been ſubjeR 4 0 
 condud ; the fancy placing 
{1 Re C 3 ls 
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. it ſelf on any objec plex 


ſing and agreeab!e to it, ' had 
preſently + tranſported ' thV< 


e 
bj 
ownerto all manner of vio"? 
Tent ations for the obtain 
ing of it; Citics had bee 
conſumcd to aſhes , lioules 
left deſo!are, or fill'd/ wit! 
_ groans, ovly for the raviſh{ 
mentof a beaureous prey Þ* 
the affrs of the State ha 
| been neglefted ,, or readily'7” 
wonnded, for the acquire 
ments of ai idle love ; for or 
ſuch is the violence'of thaſ'* 
paſſion, and ſuch irs extra" 
- vagancies, when it is taughJ*©" 
no moderation by Religto! ad 
and - excellent Laws; c<q®. 
power of Conqueſt 20 


(45) 
xen a ſufficient tirle ro the 
Bobjefts we had:icovered, and 
we had fclt no.remorfe , to 
ave > taken them from be- 
ween the arms where they -. 
ad ſpent many years in en- 
! earments of love: no Nas. 
ton could have flouriſhed, 
16r have. been ſucccſsful.in 
irs affairs, if a wanton flame 
had thus conſumed che man- 
Ily. cermper and ' vigour of 
the youth.z or {if their paſ- 
hons hid not. tranſported 
Ithem-ro... ſuch violene aRti- 
ons.,.. yet the gentleſt' con- 
Icernments of thoſe flames 
Ihad made - them uneapable 
Jof ſerving the Common- 
[thy and the intereſts of 
* TEND ole ON | Hu- 
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Humane Society ; and whit þ 


with running to public k 


houſes of Inſt, che contri» ſkin 


ving ſecret Cabals, and pri- 
vace alſhgnations y: had: rook 


up all that time with-which |: 


th y ſhould have fervedtneir 


Generations : VWhilt rhcy aac 


had followed theſe defigis, | 


ill humor , reſtleſneſs: of rhe 


rhoughts, andinconfiderate Ji 


aRions,:had been the nece!- 


ſary companions to them 3 |: 
therefore there was great |: 


wiſdomin thar Law amongſt 
the Jews» that none fheuld 
liveunmarried afrer-ſuch an 
Age. All wiſe and prudent 
Nations knew they ſhould 
have little order, and; lc(s 

ry : induſtry, 
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advſtry;, where the: affairs» 
{ an idle piſion-polkedad. 
the heartEand heads of ther: | 
Subjects. Marriage mote in« 
clines the mind to {erious ,, 
:ndnecdhary bubneſs, then, 
the wandring luſts of Stews. 
:ad Toncubinesz and evcn 
in-thoſe Countries , where 
Pa.ygamy».and many Lovcs - 
have been allowed 4 the [ts 
rus ,, 121d the; wile , are 
z35oWn weary of ther liber» 
:F, 2s producing -the{0 di- 
[tra&ions as: unfit the mind - 
for oth er--things : - beldey, 
there-atc the; prejudices the” 
body. reccives in- thoſe faral 
diftempers, that bring rot» 
tepnefs ,:patn , and infamy.. 
ole C4 which 


} 


(49) 
which are Jefrro Polterity ; 
ard'its not to'be doubred, 
bue that the next Age will 
curſe their Fathers, for lea- 
ving them poverty and rot-« 
refinels - for” heir; - Patrimo- 
nies./ | 15; 4 Mo”, | 

Tenchly, Te was gooPto 
have the ſociety of a Sex 
that ſhot d once berhe pal. 
{1ge of the Son of G in» 
ro the World; and that 
was of a Virgin too, 
though not deflowr'd , yet 
berroth'd : that man.'as he 
had onee reproached that 
Sex, as rne firſt yeilder 'to 
that rempration » which 
rained mankind , fo thry 
might receive a ben«fir, 
OR kd and . 


49. 

and an advantage by it, 
that might make them for- 
et. the memory of former 
tgjurics : Did She preſent 
us. with the fruit, the 
eating of which loſt Para- 
diſe , and an innocence 
more {weet and agreable ? 
from Her Womb roſe the 
morning of eternil re- 
demprion , ſpreadiag its 
light and blehngs over the 
/orld : Man has no rea- 
ſon . to nouriſh antient re- 
ſentments , that - has her 
for the companion of his 
vertuous - Love, , whole 
aboades the vailed Divi- 

nity .did not diſpute, 
I know jnothing can be 
C5 Obs 
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abj« ed to all this, but 


that of St, Paul; he that. 


Irves unmarried docs- bet, 
ro which it is-.cafily- ant» 


lwered: that that, as foie. 
other tings-in- the» Scrip-, 


tore, were : chiefly calcu- 
laced for- that Age, 8s-a 
rime of preat perſecution , 
and calamity ro-the Chri- 
ftian Faith ; then were the 
powers-of the - World 'ar- 
med: zpainſt -rhe- DoQrine 
of Chriſt, and-the profel- 
ſors of it, were forced 
to remove from one- Cityz 
and Country- to another , 
and to:live with great dit- 
ficulty,'and thoſe clpecis 
atly-wha were the Mini- 

# {tcrs 


is 


A. 
d. 
* » 


ſters-, traxe'lcd ro Region® 
diſtant, and far xemote , .tO 
plant, the _ Chriſtian Do- 
Ckrine 3 aud; ir +, was. morC© 
canvenicht for. them that 
Wcre- cantinually,, in -jour” 
nies, in; perils, on the Land 
3nd Sea, to ..have ſmall 
ang.,lirtle -Fawilics.: Bur 
many things may not be lo 
propcr- for ſome rimcs z 
that nr a Fra 
1d nec - for others? 
42h ity was but juſt, that 
ſome. of. . the outward . ad- 
vantages ,.a$ wel) as -the 
lives -themſclvcs,. of ſome 
Perſons ,, ſhovild. be_yeild- 
ed.. up,,to the, important 
conſiderations , of prope» 


. £J-. 


abjccted to all this, but 
that of Sr. Paul; he that. 
Irves unmarried docs- bat; 
to which it is-.cafily- att 
lwere@: that that, as ſome 
other riings-in- the» Scripe, 
wore, were ichicfly calcu- 
laced for- that Age, 85-4 
rime of preat perſecution , 
and calamity ro» the 'Chri- 
ftian Faith ; then werethe 
powers-of the - World 'ar- 
med: againſt -rhe- DoQrine 
of Chriſt, and-the profel- 
ſors of it, were forecd 
to remove from one-Cityz 
and Country: to another , 
and+ to-live with grcar dit- 
ficulty;” and thoſe clpect» 
afly-whq were the Mini- 

J ſtcrs 
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ſters-, trave'lcd to Reg tons 
eank, I far x Jo ,.tO 
plant, | Chri an Do- 
5 mL aud;, i; - was mor© 
canvenicht «for. chem that 
wcre... cantinually.. in -jour” 
nies, in perils, on the Land 
2nd, Sea.,. to ..have ſmall 
and... little \Familics.: Bur 
many-things may not be lo 
proper for. ſome times 
hr are Pal CORVRIFRN » 
nd nec for others: | 8 
ca) It} Cava bur juſt. that ÞF 
ſome ok. the outwara ad- þ 
vantages ,.as well as he 
lives themſclves ,. of ſome 
Perſons ,, ſhould. be_yeild- 
cd;. vp,..to rhe important 
canſtderations , of prope: 


ga + 
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ating & confirmingtheGoſ- 
pel; {o onr Savtonr ſpeakin 
of the 'fevirity of thbſe'ct5 
lamitles that ſhobld make 
their viffrs ro'the laſt -dþe's 
of the. world ; pronouns 
ces 4 T2 laFantibus, & 
parturientihus, per Hog dress 
whea nevertheleſs, it 
were nor only the "neref- 
ſafy, but-moſt excellent at-. 
fairs of humane life. If upon 
all rheſe conſiderations}, Sir - 
matriage appears fo' con- 
| vehiient . and neceflity for 
| the World, they muſt. 
have flender picas who ad- 
mire* unfociable' ard” ſoliras 
tary tempers ; no man_was . 
to be raken np with the 
C011 
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contemplation of his own. 
excrete; like that fan-) 
teck Youth; who made 
loveitb, and dyed for hi 
nitaſelf , tHe. only way- ts 
take” A' right view'of our 
? good quiliries» is to . 
= chem in elde mirrourss . 
\theny/ 4-vy whe 
rages and be 
wy -we- communicace ' to. 
others: he that gathers/all- 
his' "great endow! 'in- 
to. own ' 'brealt, nl 
hay them? Herd, like 
Roles: that grow in deſares, 
he ties emo 9d 
ampjoyed-- -Bur-- Tels Sir 
have they. to ay forthem- 
{elvcs , who contemn and 
| IC- 


$42. 
reproach, marriage ; 

P4jng QOL. all . TO, -dcſpi 
lacied » AN, inſfitutten ; _ 
V&& into ſuch-an age, weare 
Fen , where [t.is r£cko- 
cd * not., ouly , innocent | 


A 


enovgh 2 2: but,., a peculiar, 
peiggungh Sauantryn/ and 
g@0Jd, breeding y--to, divers 


our fchcs with boly wed- 
lock 4 (btakinz. thar, dig 
legs2 $1695 contizmg'in 
Iapacence,, and, Muradice 
Cextailn ny —_ make ſitang- 
ly::bold. .with,. God ,., and 
Religions they have firook 
gas ,of the. Calcnders, of 
all r«ſpeCt,y men (grave gud 
ſcxious, thinking nothing 
ſo. comicall, as.that. (k 

that] . 


that s the power. of. 
oct a we will vor: 
wondcr >-at it> whil'( we. 
ſee them:throwiog jall Relie, 
&&cn;\and. all- rhe pruderce- 
of 'ther-Farhers out of che: 
World, They. have found: 
our. anew wity..and a: 
new - diſcretion © of :their 
own , and will Fe obliged 
t@\none of their Anccſtors, 
and thoſe: who farſt _— 


them eo ſpeak ſence ,; 1 
will not- new: allow to 
ſpeak ſence themſclves] 
| The World-might. yer al- 
low: them ' thetr Province , 
tac ey awill pot be con-« 
eented - with it y/;.nothing 
will ferve thcir jen , 
; ;. 
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bur. to rule the univerſal 
monarchy of witz all the Re- 
pions. of ſeveral arts, malt 
pay a tribure to their pow- 
cr. Bur we ouzbt firlt to 
underſtand 4heir ſufficien- 
dyz':before we. permit them 
ſo- proud; an uſurpation ! 
their-chief ſtrength is Dram- 
matiqne Wit,. to..which 
are added their Courtſhip, 
their ;drefſes, . and their 
ouhs:, and yet this is «.the 
karning and the. wit , that 
pult cry down. {acred Reli- 
gion, and. theſe . the '/pro- 


__ parts that... muſt 
aſfle the experience of .ſo 
many -.: generations ? with- 
out Fs. » never any .age 
133 was 


«i £» il 
was: ſo much abuſed by. 
ſuch unknowing - Pretens!. 
ders. Bur this is part of a di- 
, 19 Str, ſince _ ous; 
iſcourſe - ought only to. 
lead us-to examine , gheir-: 
ſentiments of marriage, and, 
the juſtice of them :. which 
we fhall now do. It is. 
not fyre becauſe they live 
chaltly -and ſeverely rhem+ 
ſelyes » without, che ſocies., 
ty of a. woman > nothing 
leſs!-their -averſion,, for the- 
Pa'es and fences ..of mar- 
riage, is becauſe rhey- love. 
thetr ranzes, and a vitl- 
ous chaſe : they., deſpiſe. 
the ſociety of a verruous. 
wife , thag ;thcy. may gad; 
: abroad : 


QI 
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abroad to ſeck Love, '{pcn- 
disg their wealth ,' rheir-- 
ſtrength, and - rheir tim8!, 
inthe imbraccs 'of a Seran- 
get , their heads and rheiy 

cares , are perpetually full 

"new - defignes,, ' of de- 

benchins: i inRocent Virgins 8 
of diſonotring the mate 
rhoge bed: of their friend; 
of ridding themſches 

of ah injoyniere.: of which 
they- are rired- neicher is: 
it their carneftneſs/ of ſcr- 
ving heir- Country ,- that: 
thtkes: het 'negleft mire 
rrage ; "no all ir time t5- 
{p nt in their- drcits, their 

Sourtihip, and their" pica- 
ſnees 5 it _can- be-' nothing 
| but. 


GG 


but their - violent inclinari= 
ons. 'to vice, which are; 
aifted. from below , that 
mtkes them do this 16-. 
juitice ro. ſacred things: 
and it is ſtrange to-conſi--: 
der, -that rhoſe who have 
r0- better charaQers»ſhould : 
yet ;'win any thing upon 
the xempers of men: - they - 
are.thoſc who as thcy pro=. 
digally (pend the cſtares of 
aatiene and noble Families, 
ſo they. will- in all- probs- 
bility ,. heave che next. gc- - 
rermatton ,nothing but fſor-. 
rowes,; diltempers,/ and 
french conſumprions, neis . 
ther are they content with 
1»joying a :wilde . liberty, 

ang 
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and'to bring | inte _. con” 
t 


_ thoſe things that have 


ſo: long worn . the chara- 
Gers of honaur- and .16- 
ſpe& ,. but-they; indeavour 
to. rewove all: reverence to 
Religion out of the wor'd; 
not only owning , but tri- 
vmphing_in_ Acheiſm.z- ha- 
ving 11 - contewpr the. pct- 
ſons of i(thaſe that . would 
infiru& them; ſuch a $&& 
of Philoſophers. the . Chri- 
ſttan world. could . rot 
ſhow z; and we may. think, 
that it -had 'not been. tron- 
bled: with them now, - had 
they not been the forerun- 
rcrs Cticher of its diffoluti- 
op,or ſome Timcs of dread- 


full 
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full events: the plorious 
Creator of the arti 
he permits to be owned,and 
praQiſed, principles ſofatal 
and pernicious to allReligt- 
on, 'all Lawes, Intereſts, 
and 'ſocieries in the world, 
forewarnes -vs/ of mighty 
revolutions : and 1 am apr 
to believe, that they have 
reached the higheſt ſteps , 
thar' the baſencſs and: the 
degeneracy of man cay -go; 
ir is | impoſſible any age 
ſhould be more wicked, or 
trinmph more in- their yi- 
rs,” and; their crimes. 
Bur there are - others he- 
ſides' theſe Dons that do 
injuries to marriage, clpe- 
_ ctally thoſe,  Firſk 


' Firſt -who: ſpake of-it] -r 
with lircle reſpects thereby | -& 
bezetring ſtrange-fcars'; and | 4 
prejudices in the mindesof || '-< 
the Youth , if there: arc || -t 

; thoſe whoſe inclinations: arc} £4 

- for a ſingle life:,. and |they || 1-9 

{4ve-in' thar'with: chaſtity, | o4 

: anddifcretion, no one ought | + t 

-xo- accuſe: them for ſuch a] -'c 

- Manner of life , bur why {"'£ 

ſhould they. mock ar. all | | is 

; *praQices that are : contrary | -4 
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diſcourſes I : know will 
-. weigh vety- little with wiſe 
« - and -prudent perſonsy” bur 
- unexpetienced Youth, »is 
apt to 'be affected: with 
- hings .. confidently delive- | 5 

La. red, 


- fo their own-?'(ſuch "lcipht | 


16) We 


-red y . though: chete be fome 
-ximes lirtle {ence in 'them, 
»4f they have 2A;mind-' to 
exerciſe - their: wir, ker 
-:them-chuſe a ſubjeRt more 
: agreeable wo 'the intereſts 
--and the; camplexion of 
mankind; : and lev: them 
think-it ro be-a'lirtle 'rude 
.'to ceproach : the practice 
.of _ adrorar; hw _ 
| gredrelſt- part 'of the world, 
- whicti:they :do/ in ſpeaking 
againſt + marriage, Never 
any-ag& had cmore trifling 
-gallantrics' chan ''this has » 
and 1 (yer. i -none © was (ever 
»\quore-1n; love 'with them 5 
great. capacities were of 

o'd , ſcrtous, -modeſt,'and 
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+ unaffefted-z but now! he' that 
.-awacs1a lictle wit 2makes 
:ſuch-a-noiſe with it; 'ns'to 
- diſturb the: + quier 'and-che 
ſerious affaires of! "rhe 
» world. -. Bur - there + are 
thoſe, who > have done | pre 
[' greater injuries ro marcinge 
"and they 'are, - * 
- Secondly thoſe wind diſ- 
: > hodenr it, by their: own 
iſes, {-1E-: we: ſhonld 
| here examine all 'thoſe'fe- 
VE t 3 prove a 
| well hns that condition 
we ſhould undertake a task Jen 
- 200: long and-: difticor, fince inp 
- thete/|/ave ſo many: lirvle [pire: 
affairs: - which. Glike the fro a 
| ſanall heads of Rivers) v as 


ws 
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(65) 
the covercd - adventurcs of 
a long coprſe., ' open' them- 
{elves ar Jaſt.in great floods 
of- difcontents, and. inju- 
ries : there are cauſes of in- 
juſtice in marriage , that 
prerend a- priviledge from 
diſputes3 but this we may 
ſry with' freedom copay . 
that the indiſcretions alone 
of. many. in this condition 
have been the cauſes. of 
conſiderable miſcarriages , 
and that not in | the firſt 
choice, bue after manage-= 
ment 5 and as it fometimes 
mppens in greateſt Em- 
ires, that an injury done 
» an inconfiderable perſon, 
as lately _ Muſcory, ) 


| + 4 


(66) 
has , through - unknown 


wayes , produced effcQs , 
as have (hook the puil- 


ſance of _ thoſe . Empires 
themſelves. So little pcices 
of imptudence , have been 
thefirlt cauſes of great diſ- 
contents in marriage. , and 


we may plainly ſec, char as 


ih all the concernments of 
the whole world, if there 
lad been, bur half that diſ- 
cretion , and prudence, in 
che management of chem » 
2s there has-becn of other 


righ 
retences , the world had = 
own much more repolc., ſex 
ſatisfaction , and . proſperi- kny 
ty, than it now can (hew 3 $þgy 
ſo if thofe in 4he- ſtate of 
+ 


(67) 
marriage, had ruſted: more 
to ſuch ſafe indowmenrs , 
than to*their little pallan- 


tries, and pretended ſufh- 
ciencics, we had ſcen few- 


cr inftances of ill-betrothed 
pairs. Many preſyvme ypon ' 


| 
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their own good qualities,” or 
rruft' | r00 which to their 
being lov'd , even whileſt 
they withdraw the - caufes 
of -rhat affection. Others 
love to raffly with imagt- 
ned injuries, not taking 
right meaſures -of the tem- 
pers they ſo accoſt. Some 
xpe& , that the- comforts 
and 'bieſſings of "marriage, 
Fould coſt. them no indn- 

De ltry 
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{try and prudent manage- 
ment. Others give cauſes 
of real. wrongs, 'by faol- 
iſhly, huncing tor: imagined: 
and much of the ſcandal, 
that lics upon that Sex, is 
originally owing to the. fol- 
Sake, we leſt Menſn 

Dt, TE 1M SY 
and'weaknefles in familics 
thould be cancealed from 
the whale warld,, and there- 
fare, the. firſt prudence}, 
diſtinguiſhed mankend into. 
particular dwellings ,;thar 
nobe might. be witnefles of 
ſuch things,: whizh are! of> 
ten. encreaſed,, and: ravelld 
into greater quatrels,. __ 

they 


1 


(69) , 


they are known and reveal- 
ed, There are others, who 
aſfiſt themſelves to the rt- 
ine'of that vertne, they 
ought to maintain 3 the 
mind is not a thing hard 
and impencrrable, bur ſub- 
jet to the impreſſions of 
what ſtands next it; and 
many 'by their own foliy , 
' nypereeiveably create thoſe 
| inclinations, in that relati- 
on » Which may in time 
prove fatal ro thetr repoſe 3 
and it ns ofren pri- 
vately, as'in publick-con- 
verſes, where that vertue, 
which was ſtrong, & perfe, 
In plzces of ſerious, and mo=' 
L I 3 g(t 


(70) 


d«lt living ,. has. inſenfibiy 
declined (and unperccived 
by, the owner ) where a+ 
mou1s , 4ntrigues 5: and vi- 
ces are publiquely owned 1 
and that converſation , 
which .is the Mode, thoſe 
inclinations, do they: em- 
brace , who have an intt» 
reſt + in it., ., This, does not 
deny » bur that many per- 
ſons: of. great. vertue, may 
Ilye amongſt thoſe who are. 
vitious.: but. we ſpeak.on- 
y.of what is. general; O- 
thers are 'too, careleſs of 
their. love affairs-3 and- L 
{cruple not at allro afhem, 
thac. though, jealouſte is a, 


very 


(71) 

_ very ull thing , yct a pre» 

| dent conduR and care, is 
abſolutely neceſſary for the 
preſervation of vertue. : [ 
underſtand not thoſe , who 
call negleRs' of this nature, 
a mo diſpoſition and 
much-love, ſince thoſe are 
much greater , that <ndea- 
vourto remoye temptations 
from. the valued objc&, 
then to expe unſeaſon- 
ably a vitorious vertue it 
the middeſt of aſſaules. Sir, 

I have pointed at bur very . 
few'of thoſe things, that Þ} 
prove the firſt grounds of |} 
difcontents tn marriage, and 
ſo. by conſequence of the 
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reproaches- are flung upon | ol 
that condition. There arc | of 
beſides a thouſand more.; | or 
ſcme_that might be. named, | in 
and others that are better | or 
concealed, But there is one | w! 
ening that proves the greateſt | ſtr 
ground of aiter diſcontents, | to 
and that is. imprudenechoi- | co 
ccs : either unſuitable roeur | ex 
bumeurs, ccucation, condi. | or 
tion, or aflairsz this indeed | fi 
is a very great prejudice to | ou 
marriage, bur ought not to | is 
be. reckoned, as a dilcre- | ge 
dit to that condition » ſince, | of 


though our Creator has'gi- 
ven us uſeful, happy ,.and 
agreeable. inſtitucions, yet | nic 

OUr- 


— — 
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our own follies, and wane 
of braines, is a reproach ro 
our {elves alone: if we by 
indifcretion , covetouſneſs , 
or' | other vain inclinations, 
will: throw our ſelves into 
{trange unions , we ought 
to- beare the ſcandal of in- 
confiderate topps; and nce 
expect that the prudence , 
or [lovely order. of things, 
fhould be broken, to repair 
our | weaknefles 3 marriage 
is free from the miſcarria- 
Jes, that follow the ations 
of theſe men+ "Befides the 
molt excellent enjoyments 
of: huminelitc, are the mc ſt 
nice , and critical ; and 

D5 where 
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- 
where the advantages are 
extraordinary, an 11] ma+ 
nagement mult needs: make 
the prejudices the ſame: 
and the preateſt juſtice 
theſe men can do the world» 
and-the greateſt prudence, 
and noblene {s they-are ca- 
pable of ſhewing, is-by an 
znvincible diſcretton, and pa- 
tience, to do right- to that 
condition, their firſt follics 
bad wronged, We tavc 
now inquircd of diſcretior; 
next we may ce'cbrate Re- 
ligion, as a foundatton of 
vertuous unions. 1 his (hcu)d 
have been the firſt, byr.thc 
other 'has 4. Jarger ſway ; 


yect | 
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yet if this had the powe*® 
it oughr, all would be 
happy loves ; but the de- 
geteracy of Man has thruſÞ 
ir out of theſe, as wel. as 
other affairs: yer witchour 
this, it iS poſhble, char 
Time {tfno other accidents 
ſhould happen may bring 
deeayes upon tne ſtrongeſt 
paſſions ; and neglects may 
take! the Seate of Love x 
but chis adds a prerperual 
orcencneſs, and treſknels 
to Love; this 1s ulcd to 
carty thoſe tendernefſes, 
and endearments to fifty , 
and threeſcore, thar were 
knowine at-wwent'y ; and it 

is 
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!s the grearcſt,and molt. ſure 


confervor. of Love, There 


are- Sir, two things, thar 
may pretend an interclk in 


this diſcourſe. Divorce, 
and Poligamy. to the fi lt, 
we my lay i in ſhore, tat 
it is (one caſe excepted ) 
forbidden by unanſ{werable 
Scriptures -:-- and the beſt 
prudence of Mankind «. for, 


it would be. the inlet to - | 


the greateſt diſorders, dit- 
inzecuines ,. and- - extravi- 
pancics ehat the Worl 1 
could know. And for Po- 
ligamy, tis enough to dil- 
credir i ir, thar the : fir inſti 


tuiton of che marricd lfe, 
and 


þ 
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and that in the poſidſion of 
all the advantages and 
pleaſures, that intnocerce, 


' and Paradice cou'd beſtow, 


—_— — 


was but of - two., which 
proves-the divine intention 
and the original benefits , 
and  happinetles of that 
ſtates ro conlilt in one 
Love: beſidcs the practiſes 
of the new- Teſtament : and 
ne inconveniences of the 
contrary, in Countries 


| where 1t is allowed, where 


nothing ut an inſatiable , 
( not quenched but infla» 
med by varicty) and fu- 
rioully ſotrith lalt , reignes 
t1. the pencraliy 5 and 

amor 2tt 


(75). 
amongſt che wiſe, there. 
are cither” the perplexirics 
of. unreconcileable dome- 
(tique quarrels ; or 'eife 
that liberty laid down, for 
the / plcaſlures of - rcpcſe, 
and contentment, And now 
Str, after we have. been fo 
long ſerious , tts agreeable 
ro our Ycutrh, to divert 
our ſelves , with -openinz 
the gay and p'calane fcenes 
of Love, and deſcribe a 
lietle rhe felicitics--of thar 
pation: te would be but 
jet, ſomerhing to Toofen a 
minde bound up to gravt 
and ſcrious conſiderations , 
by cclcbrating a Jove, that 
has 
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has fo large a Dcminiot 
in. the Earth but 1 conſt- 
der Sir, that this: 1s- the 
province of greater men , 
and our Maſtcrs- the Gal- 
lan:s z will: nor! allow us 
this freedome; as they 
alone pretend to make 
Love, with gloty, and 
ſucceſs; fo they alone will 
record their- adventures : 
beftacs we cannot furniſh 
the lrarangue with ends of 
French, without which 
paint. Love canncet- look 
beautifully.; we ſubmit. ts 
them, and as we cannot 
mahe Love, ſo we cannot 
rclace it fo modiſhly as. 


tcy 


: ) 
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they. Unhappy 4m 
whoſe beggarly,. and (canty 
Janguage,.. is not able to 
contain, nor render 'plea- 
ling. the .mighty concepti- 
ons of thy Ycuth, but 
they nwult - borrow | dreflles 


| from: their neighbours, for 
their victorious paſhons -- 


yet the. capricio of thy 
Fortune - is ſomething 
ſtrange , whit 1t is {can- 
dalous to beg an Almes 
at a Roinans door , (to 
whoſe G3llantry thcu-yer 
haſk owed fo much) but 
a)high reputation to cringe 
ad bow, to a leght 
Monſicur , unty thy faul- 

tring 
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triag - tongue , 'and et 
no- greatneſs,” Gallantry , 
nor felicity of thy own , 
be too big or to0 hap- 
py for thy expreſſions. 
bur this is ſomcrhing pe- 
dantical , and azainſt the 
tumour, in (hort, Sir, 
i have furniſhed you 
with the ſerious confi» 
dcerations of Marriage : 
the amorous you muſt 
take from the Age, or 
rarher from your 'own 
Love, in which, as' 
you will. be better fur- 
nithed, than from four 
Gallants, ſo it will be 
2n -entertalncment 3» and 

an 


an account , more 
fc, and agrecable , than 
this . of | 


Sirs. 


Your mofi humtl: 


Servants. 


